What do Experts expect from RSSIA 2010?

Victor Lapuente. Most intellectual progress in soclal sclences is taking place tn the
intersections of disciplines, as Edgar Kiser noted. So, one cannot miss opportunities to
interact with high-quality scholars from different disciplines, like RSSIA offers.

Andrer Bremzen.: J was a RSSTA expert Lagt year. Although the research projects were
very different, all the participants J had a talk with were very interested in digcusgsion, in
Cearning something new (notably not always closely related to their own academic
interests). This year J expect to meet motivated and ready-to-Cearn young economists
again.

Koen Schoors: [ expect & great ingeraciion with Kussian scholars and studends
about the insiitutionsl saructure and development of Kussis, both in & positive sense
(what s the cuzrent realify?) and & nomative sense (What is & desirable direction

of evolution for Russia). [ hope the exchange of views and ideas will be fruiifi/
and (hat both formal and informal insiituiions will get some aiieniion. [zzz,‘@fesc‘z'zzg
(oprcs could be formal instiiutions like legal development, property raghts, financial

development, credifor 11ghis, burequcracy, and democracy, bul also more informal
msttutions ke corruplion, reni-seeking, (rusy, reciprocity” and socidl caprial that
all (ogether determine the economic qnd socigl model of 4 country and hence (s
Lhature development. [he resource curse will hopeftlly be also & (opic of discussion,
since 1t seems (o play a4 major role in the current crisis.

Russell Pittman: J hope that RSS TUA will be an infermal yet thought-proveking and
even exciting experience fox both expets and pasticipants. J am expecting a
combination of "foumal’” lectures — thaugh with lots ef questions and comments frem
the audience — with less formal presentations and then campletely informal
discussiens cver coffee ar beer. J hape and expect that the mix of Russian expets,
westenn expets, and paticipants will make for a wide divewsity of experience and
pewspectives that will allow all of us to learn and grow.



Why may RSSIA 2010 be useful for the participants?

Victor Lapuente. | think participants (first of all, me) may expect to Learn a Lot from people
who thinlke very diﬁf@mm% on very stmilar probtems, lLke what malkes some Lnstltutions
more effielent and/or Less Corvupt.

Russell Pittman: J think paxticipants will benefit from the diverse experiences and
pewspectives of both the expents and the other participants. Jhe program will give
them the apportunity te test their knowledge and even their assumptions against very
different pewspectives foumed in vewy different environments. J expect there will be an
atmasphere that is challenging and rigovous but at the same time enceuraging and
supportive.

Koen Schoors: [ think we will leszrn fiom each other qnd being exposed (o new
views on Kussia coming from (otal outsiders. [ will definifely learn fhom the views
of the Kussian participants. [ also think that pariicipants will learn (o (hink in
new and différent ways about old problems Kussia has been confionted with the
Jast decades. [s there indeed & cost of cold? Should Russza be organized differently
gIven (s size and span? How should Russia develop economically in the firure?

Andrei Bremzen: Many economic departments in Rusgian universities are characterized Gy
Guite narrow gphiere of researchiers’ academic interegts; it may Ge also on the outskirts of
€conomics as a science. RSSTA provides a unigue opportunity to Gecome more Groad-
minded, to digcover the gcientific areas you've never studied or even gnown Gefore while
communicating with experts and other participants.



